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0 Reverend alas of dur 
1 & c. 


1525 the Bleſling on Mar. The Uni- 


kind throu the whole 2 70 

World, in every Kin : 
Nation, Tribe or Family, — — = 
the Favour or y of the great 


God towards them; and that all 
Mercy r from him; 
and that he is merciful, denign or 
favourable to thoſe tant are careful 
to en and. ſerve him, axe Prin- 
9 B Ciples 


„ 
ciples engraven by God himſelf up- 


on the Souls of Men, are indelible | 


Characters connatural to Mens Spi- 
rits, and can never be raſed out 
while they themſelves ſhall keep their 
immortal Beings, and abide to be 
his Creatures. And hence it hath 
been always ſeen, that thoſe Nations 
that know not God, that have not 
had his Mind and Will revealed to 
them, how they ſhould worſhip and 
ſerve him, yet notwithſtanding they 
have ſtumbled upon this Way of 
making Prieſts to themſelves, and 
maintaining a particular Order of 
Men among them, whoſe Place and 
Office it ſhould be to ſacrifice to 
their Deities, to inſtruct and direct 
the People, and to act ſuch Parts, as 
they thought would ever be moſt ac- 
ceptable to God, and profitable to 


Man. (And it will be wonderful to 


them that read Ancient and Modern 
Hiſtory, if they make Remarks of 
this Nature, to ſee how * 


the Heathens of old, and thoſe of 
the laſt and preſent Ages, have 


taken the ſame Way, and erected al- 


moſt the ſame Sort of Prieſthood.) 
And of thoſe ſeparate Ranks of Per- 


ſions, who were to miniſter in their 


religious Services, they have ever 
had an high Eſteem and Veneration, 
accounting (as the Truth indeed is) 
that the Clory of their Kingdoms, 
the Safety of their State, and the 
Welfare of their own private Con- 
cerns, depended much upon them; 
and they always thought, that ac- 
cording to their Prieſts Deſerts, and 
the Acceptance they found with 
their Gods, ſo it ſhauld undoubted- 
ly fare with them, for better or for 


worſe. Now I dare challenge the 


Chriſtian World, which knows the 
Truth, whether theſe poor Heathens 
are not in the Right, and the Cafe do 
not truly ſtand as they have taken 
itz that the Happineſs, the Peace, 
the Glory of & People (or if there 
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(4) 


be any other Word to expreſh und. 


verſal Good by) doth not depend 
upon the Prieſts, i. 4 thoſe that Mi- 
niſter in Holy Things, thoſe whom 
we know by the Goſpel to be God's 
Ambaſſadors to Men; Teachers ſent 
from God, the Miniſters of the 
Church (or in a Word, that for 
ſome Ages hath gone for currant) 
the Clergy. Chriſtians cannot be fa 
void of Underſtanding, as not. to 
know that theſe Men (I dare not 
ſay have the greateſt Influence upon 
God, but) are the greateſt Cauſes in 
a Land either of Good or Evil: As 


they ſtand towards God, ſo it be- 


comes a Bleſling, for which Thing's 
ſake our God ſhall bleſs us, and 
they ſhall be happy Inſtruments of the 
lame? What can it be? Why, cer« 
tainly tis to Preach well, and live 
* To 2 8 the _ 
and to preach t 
Golpel | ke ſent of God to teach 


Af 


and ſave the World thereby: Theſe | 
aro 
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are the two greut Points belonging 
' || ' to Miniſters, and which are inſepa- 
rable from them, as they would in 
a great Meaſure. be accounted ſuch 
of God or Man; inſomuch that ir 
hath been judged hard to determine 
which is the greateſt of the two, 
and moſt neceſlary for that Office 
and Qualification. I do not now in- 
tend to reflect on any in either of 
theſe Qualifications ; they have been 
| ſufficiently loaded with Calumny 
|, and Reproach; and if inſtead there- 
| of the World would lighten their 
Burthen, and allure and perſwade 
| them according to our Purpoſe, it 

would be more happy on all Sides, 
à better Expedient than poſſibly hath 
ever yet been thought of: If any 
Thing here do ſound too harſh, and 
cauſe Smart and Pain, it argues the 
Corruption of the Part, and mult 
not be imputed to the Means of 
Cure by gentle and healing Medi- 
cines: Ignorance. and Poverty have 
I en 
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been baited as the two horrid Mon- 
ſters that have produced ſo great 
Contempt of the Clergy; I gainſay 
it not, but leave them to ſuffer as 
they deſerve; only this I think, that 
an hearty and holy Endeavour might 
reatly umend what is amiſs; and 
if a Care to preach and live well 
were univerſally taken up, it might 
give wonderful Content to God and 
Man, This Preaching and Practice 
I ſay, are the two Things that ren- 
der Miniſters amiable, and make 
them a Bleſſing; and that Miniſter 
that makes his Life a Comment up- 
on his Sermons, doth open Chriſtia- 
nity the moſt profitably, and leaves 
the greateſt Impreſſion upon the 
Mind and Conſcience of the People : 
Theſe living Exumples captivate the 
Hearers, and hold them ſo long, 
that at laſt the Sermon proves moſt 
ſucceſsful ; Vita predicatorum eſt vo- 
caliſima; The pious Life of Mini- 
ſters is the loudeſt Preaching. Such 
| 18 
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is the Neceſſity and Privilege of the. 
'F Preacher's Chriſtian Life; but if he 
be one that doth not practice what 
he himſelf doth or ſhould teach, it 
were undoubtedly the better of the 
two, that he live ill and preach 
well, than on the contrary : Si 
bene vixerimus noſtrum , bene 
dixerimus ve For the Peo- 
ple abſolutely in a moral Senſe de- 
end upon his Preaching, but not 10 
y his Courſe of living; this ſerves 
4 himſelf and may be ſerviceable to 
others, but for a Miniſter to Preach, 
is in the Order God hath ſet in the 
World abloluteby neceſſary to all; 
without this they will fall into Dif» 
grace, and the People into Perdition. 
"Tis this therefore above all that 7% Er. 
I propoſe to your moſt ſerious Con- Prouting. 
Alanin, that you may diſcharge 
it rightly, and ſtrive to excel there- 
in: And Preaching is without Con- 
1A troverſy the choiceſt Plant in the 
Clergy Garden, and the beſt 2 
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i of Armour they can make Uſe of; 


not but that a Miniſter hath many 


other Parts to att, but this is his 


greateſt Duty; and if it be well per. 


formed, it doth of all others become 


his Dignity and Glory; where he 


ſlays one Sin another — Preachs 


ing hath {lam its Thouſands, and Ten 
Thouſands; where once any other 


Means hath diſpoſſes d Satan of his 


Strongholds, this hath done it 4 
Thouſand Times more ſpegdily and 
effectually. It hath been a Wonder 
to me, and ſure it muſt be ſo to e- 
very one that is the leaſt acquainted 
with Goſpel Divinity, how Preach 
ing ſhould ever have been underva · 
lued, as it hath ſometimes been, e- 
ven by thoſe that -are deputed in a 
Manner only to it; as tho! ought 
beſides it were ſo likely to fave the 


Peace in Kingdoms and Nations, 
We will ſpare our ſelves and Reu- 
ders the Toll of Concordance Collece 
tions! 


1 

tions: But did not h the Baptiſt 
prevail above all before him, by 
Preaching of Repentance, and 
Preaching up the Kingdom of Chriſt ? 
Did not our Lord Chriſt come to 
Preach the Goſpel, and the Son of 
God himſelf go about Preaching the - 
Kingdom of Heaven? Wonderful is 
that Expreſſion of his (not only full 
to our Purpoſe, but even to Aſto- 
niſhment alſo) where he told ſome 
People that would have kept him to 
| themſelves, and enjoyed his Miniſtry 
and Miracles alone ; Chriſt {aid un- 
to them, I muſt Preach the Kingdom Luke iv: 
of God to other Cities alſo, for there- 
fore am I ſemt. LEE. 

What! Muſt Chriſt Preach ? Did Mio 
God the Father ſend him for this Pads 
End? Then we may be ſure this is 
of greater Moment, a Concern of 
higher Account with God, and Ser- 
viceableneſs to Man, than we are 
able to underſtand, What did Chriſt's 
Apoſtles and Diſciples in a Manner, 


C but 


0 
| 


Mark, 
XVI, 15, 


Ads ii. 


(10) 
but Preach unto the Jews, and af- 
terwards unto the Gentiles? And 
indeed Chriſt made this the betrer 
Part, and the very Body of their 
Commiſſion. And with what Suc- 
ceſs did they diſcharge this great 
Office, when they did diligently at- 
tend unto it? Why, Peter at one 
Sermon converted ſome Thouſands; 


ſo that with one Conſent they threw 


down their Arms, capitulated, and 
fought Forgiveneſs of God, and 
gladly received his Terms of Mercy, 
whereby we have a notable Proof, 
How mighty theſe Weapons of Spi- 
ritual Warfare are, if they are in 
the Hands of Chriſt's able Miniſters 
and Soldiers? What was the great 
Means of gathering the Goſpel Cha- 


racters but Preaching? And by what 


Means were they encreaſed but by 

the {ame Preaching'? Miracles them- 

ſelves, even when they were in their 

Strength and Vigour, in the Apoſtle's 

Days, do not ſeem to have * 
a 


and multiply it, 
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half ſo much upon the Hearts of 


Men, as did their Sermons, ©* Mi- 
* racles (as one well ſaith) were 
* Means to bring many to the out- 
* ward Court of the Temple of God, 
„ and the Door of Chriſt's Church 
* but it was the Key of Knowledge 
* of the Divine Myſteries them- 
&« ſelves, that unlock'd the Church- 
“ Doors, and open'd an Entrance 
* to them into the Houſe of God”. 
Sometimes they were like John the 
Baptiſt, who prepar'd the Way for 
the Lord; and ſometimes they were 
Seals to the Sermons : God himſelf 
the great Maſter of the Aſſemblies, 
faſtning thereby what his Servants 
had ſet together. If we come down 
a little lower, and take the Church 
in its Youth, when it was in its 
Splendour, and ſpread forth its 
Branches moſt fair and fruitful : 
What did then water it, maintain 


but the ſame 
Preaching ſtill? 


In the Days of the 
G2 


Chriſtian 


(mn) 

Chriſtian Emperors, when the po: 
pulous Cities of Antioch, Alexandria, 
Conſtantinople, Rome, and ſuch like, 
had received the Laws of Chriſt in- 
to them, and were made free, and 
the Churches at that Time were 
thronged with ſuch Swarms of Hear- 
ers, that the Fathers have many ele- 
gant Metaphors on that Account, 
comparing it to the vaſt Sea, the 
ſtupendous Theatres, We, (And I re- 
member the Golden Mouth'd Divine 
takes Occaſion ſome where largely 
to anſwer the ObjeCtion of the nice 
and tender Hearers, ariſing hence, 
that they could not bear to be 
thronged and ſweltred ſo long to- 
gether among ſuch Multitudes; and 
a Man might almoſt ſay Myriads of 
People.) What Courſe then did Ba- 
fil, Chryſoſtome, Ambroſe, Auguſtine , 
and ſuch great Divines, take to ſup» 
port {uch mighty Buildings? What 
did they to keep alive ſo many 
"Thouſands, to ſecure them from 

1 5 Schiſm, 


(13) 
Schiſm, Hereſy and Deſtruction? 
Why, the ſame altogether that the 


Willom of God ſaw neceſſary from 


the firſt; the ſame that the great 
Apoſtle St. Bu did, whoſe Induſtr 
in Preaching, may juſtly be admired, 
but (I am afraid) will hardly ever 
be imitated, | | 
And truly ſuch is the Ordinance 
of Preaching, fo great is the Power 
of it, {o yreatly doth God's Honour, 


and Men's 1 and the Wel 


fare of Kingdoms depend upon it, 
that there ſeems to me much Reſem- 


blance between the Dependance of 


the Iſraelites, upon Moſes in the 


Hill, a0 er Che fought with Ana- Exod ir. 
f 


let, and of Chriſtians upon their 
Miniſters in the Pulpits. When Moſes 
held up his Hands, then Iſrael prevails 
ed, but when he let them down, then 
Amualek prevailed; So when Miniſters 


lift up Holy Hands to God in Pray- 


er, and lift up their Voice, teaching 
the People their Tranſgreſlions and 
Sins, 


— — = — — 


1 Sam. 
vii. 


(14) 
Sins, and inſtructing them in the 
Ways of Righteouſneſs, then Sin is 
dilcomfited, and Sorrow and Mourn- 
ing fly away; but otherwiſe Iniqui- 
ty lifts up its Hands, it deſtroys all 
before it, and Miſery and Deſtructi- 
on fall in with it, and fill all Places 
with dreadful Preſages of Calami- 
ty. Or methinks as it was, when 
David went out between the two Ar- 
mies of the Iſraelites and Philiſtines, 


and ſlew their mighty Champion the 


reat Goliah ;. ſo tis when the Mini- 
iter ſtands up before the People, and 
addreſſes himſelf to fight for them 
againſt Satan that roaring Lion: 
Great is the ExpeCtation on all Sides; 


and if he' be expert in the Word, 


and prevail over the Arch-Enemy, 
that bids Defiance to the Church of 
God; then the whole Congregation 


_ ariſes and ſhouts for Joy, and every 


one is then able to grapple with the 
Luſts and Sins that have ſet them- 
ſelves in Battle Array againſt them, 

What 


( 
What ſhall we think would not be 
practicable, how glorious would the 
Succeſs be throughout the World, if 
this Preaching were but duly ad- 
miniſtred and rightly applied? It 


hath done Wonders in the World 


ſince Chriſt's coming into it, ſince 
he ſet it on foot therein, it hath 
beat down the ſtrong Holds of Sa- 
tan, and by all the Head that ever 
he could make againſt it, he hath 
not been able to keep his Ground; 
but by Preaching the Gentiles are be- 
come a perfect Conqueſt, and Chriſt 
reigns over them moſt glorioully, 


with a Scepter of Peace and Righte- 


ouſneſs. It hath (in ſome Meaſure) 
taken away- the Lion's Rage, the 
Serpent's Poiſon, the Tiger's Fierce» 
neſs, and the Wolf's Cruelty ; and 
now by the Bleſſing of God, on the 
great and united Endeavours of thoſe 
ever worthy Societies for Propagation 
of the Goſpel, (who have been wor- 
thy Inſtruments under God for the 

bringing 


| 
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(16) 
bringing over the Heathens to the 
Sheepfold of Chrift) we may ſay the 
Lion and Lamb lie down together; 
and a Child may ſafely play with 
Aſps and Vipers. The Rage and 
Fury wherewith thoſe Nations of 
old did foam, and daſh themſelves 
in Pieces one againſt another, is 
greatly ceaſed; the prodigious Luſts; 
whereby the Sons of Men made 
themſelves more vile than Brutes; 
are more abated than, with Aſtoniſh⸗ 
ment I may lay it, they are in this 
Kingdom. Queſt. But if England is 
worle than {ome Parts of America, 
(notwithſtanding - the glorious Suns 
ſhine of the Golpel, which hath 
been ſo plentifully ſpread in theſe 
Kingdoms) where is the great Effi- 
eacy of Preaching which you now 
contend for. I Anſwer, "Tis the 
Neglect of that old Primitive and A- 
volfolick Ardour, Fervency and Ap- 
plication in Preaching, which hath 
made Satan's Plot {ucceed, and al- 
2 mol 


i 46975 
moſt recover his old Poſſeſſion, and 
given him an Opportunity of ſetting 
himſelf up again, when once he was 
entirely vanquiſh'd and put to Flight. 
Were but this revived, what a Ver- 
dure would there be upon the Face 
of the Church, what a Spring and 
Harveſt, full of all manner of Fruits 
both pleaſant and profitable? If Sin 
ſhould prove luxuriant, this would 
lop the ſuperfluous Boughs : If Vir- 
tue ſhould wither, this would diſtil 
like drops of Rain, and foon revive 
it. It would be a Sun to cheriſh us, 
a Pillar to ſupport it, a Treaſure to 
enrich us, an Ornament about our 
Necks, and a Crown of Glory upon 
our Heads, Well may every Man's 
Eye be upon the Miniſter, and the 
People expreſs this every where us 
their Senſe, that it is in their Hands 
(as it were) to with-hold or give them 
Happineſs, No wonder if the Cler- 
' By. go under good Report, and bad 
Report, if they be the Talk of all, 
J when 


1 Cor. 9. 
26. 27. 


t 
when every one doth truly look uport 
theſe Things as we have repreſented 
them. And are the Parties moſt 
concerned all this while, ſupine and 
negligent ? I muſt again proteſt as be- 
fore, that this is not written to 
charge them ſo, but to excite and 
quicken them. They are wile, they 
are able to judge, they know how 


their owneternal Intereſt lies at-Stake, 


and Woe be unto them if they preach 
not the Goſpel : And truly they have 


ſuch a weighty Office to diſcharge, 


that they little need the Clamours 
and Curſes of any, but infinitely ra- 
ther their Help and Prayers, and Pit- 


ty (only as we have more than once 


remarked, the Peoples Self- intereſt 
is alſo ſo exceeding great, that they 
will never hold their Peace, if there 
be this great Occaſion.) It is an 
exceeding Hazard whether they that 
preach to others, do not themſelves 
at laſt prove Caſt- aways. St. Paul, 
who of all Men had leaſt need, 
9 e 


e 
ed it himſelf; the Thoughts and b 
Danger of it were ſo terrible and 
dreadful to him, that he was won- 
derfully careful, and took a ſtrange 
Courſe to prevent it. And St. Chry- _ 2 
ſoſtome, that excellent and painful vet. 
Preacher, hath this Paſſage: I ſpeak, 
ſays he, no other than what I think, 
and am verily perſuaded of; I do 
not think that among Miniſters there 
are many that ' ſhall be ſaved, but 
that many more {hall eternally miſ- 
carry. For as he elſewhere proteſted 
ſolemnly to his Hearers, that he 
doubted whether one of a Thouſand 
would go to Heaven, they did ſo ge- 
nerally tranſgreſs God's Command- , ., 
ments: For ſaith he, what Wicked- 29. ut fu- 
neſs is to be ſeen in Youth? What!“ 
Vanity even among old People? The 
Parent takes little or no Care for his 
Child's Education; the Children a- 
gain regard not the hoary Head, nor 
have any reſpect to the aged to make 
them their Precedents, and imitate 

D 2 them 
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þ them in what is Praiſe-worthy. 80 
4 he gives good reaſon for this hard 
ſaying of his concerning the Mini- 
ſters; for how do molt diſcharge 
their Stewardſhip t Which of us, 
ſays he, is half 10 ſolicitous for the 
Flock of Chriſt, as Jacob was for 
| the Flock of Laban? Whom hath the 
Drought conſumed by Day, the Froſt 
by Night, and their Sleep departed 
| from their Eyes? But to my pur- 
| pole, who minds this one thing, to 
preach the Goſpel as thoſe that are 
{ent of Chriſt, to Preach it in Pow- 
| 


er and Demonſtration of the Spirit of 
God? How many, contrary to the 
great Apoſtle Pal, preached 1 it in the 
| enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, 
to gain Applauſe to themſelves, and 
not Salvation to Men or Glory to 
God ? 
zt And truly, though that pompous 
. way of ſtuffing Sermons with Greek 
we Fe and Latin — hath by our 


modem Divines been wiſely caſt * 
0 


(21) 
of late Years, which was really much 
worle than that jingling way, fo 
, nauſeous to ſober Divines, and which 
one thus excellently delineates to ware's 
rome it juſt Hatred and Derifion : . Ai. 
bluſh, ſaith he, to fall into the; 
leaſt Touch of that Kind, yet at once 
to ſhew and reprove that childiſh Fol- 
ly: It is a Vein of vain Preaching, 
tickling Mens Ears like a tinckling 
Cymbal: A way no more likely to 
fave Men's Souls than the ſhining 
Jewel to ſatisfy the Dunghill-Cock | 
in the Fable; though Satan taught 
poor Creatures ſometimes to be am- 
bitious of ſuch Sermons. Not unlike 
this is a Story I heard ſometime ſince 
of a Countryman, who declared | he 
loved (or it did him good) t6 hear his 
young Maſter now. and then read him 
a Chapter in the Greek Teſtament | 
whereas (as I have been ſince in- 
formed from the Family, the Coun- 
tryman did underſtand not one Word 
of Latin or Greet.) That, I ſay hath * 


1 been 


below their own Intentions, | 
be honeſt and becoming the Miniſtry. 


(22) 


been of late every where exploded 3 - 


but would to God alſo, that the 
ſmooth way of Preaching were laid 
down, which looks juſt like a Speech 
or Declamation ſpoke by a young 


puny Scholar : Not that I refle& by 


any means, upon my Brethren the 


learned Divines of this preſent Age, 
who are Perſons of deep and pro- 
found Judgment, as well as lofty and 
eloquent in their Speech, and know 
how to deliver themſelves in Univer- 
ſity or City Afﬀemblies, becoming 
the Preſence and Auditory z but 
while our Country Preachers think 
to imitate them, they ſpeak above 
their Hearers Reach, and * fall 

if they 


For as great and deep Rivers, (which 
run and glide along ſo ſmooth, that 
there Motion is ſcarce diſcerned) were 


made for great Levels, which at cer- 


tain Times they plentifully enrich, 
when they ſwell and overflow them; 
but 


FB 

but little Streams, Brooks and Ri- 
vulets, are branched up and down 
among the Paſture-Fields, which by 
their Diviſions make them fruitful, 
or ſerve to water the Herds and 
Flocks that feed within them: 80 is 
it with the great and truly eloquent 
Divines, their Floods like Jordan, 
happily ſerve to water mighty Plains, 
when they overflow their Banks; but 
for Country Churches to have ſuch 
ſwelling Words and eloquent Speeches 
made unto them, would be as dan- 
gerous as for Flocks and Herds to 
water at deep Rivers: It were never 
ſo deſigned, for that were to drown 
them, and not to give them Drink. 
But God hath provided little Streams 
for theſe; and the Miniſters {hould 
(in my humble Opinion) imitate his 
Works, and: plainly condeſcend to 
their Hearers natural Capacities, and 
ſo branch out their Diſcourſes, that 
they may give them ſomething to 
hold by, ſome Ground to ſtand upon, 


and 


* 


. 


end Opportunity to profit thetnſelves; 


Gauſſe» 
nus de 
ratione 
Gane1 - 
vbnandi. 


. * Peruſal, which I knew was only 


by faſtning what they ſay in their 


Memories But how often may it 


be ſeen, (eſpecially m your Count 
Churches) that when ſuch as th 
ſtrive to ſhew their skill in Rheto- 
rick, where once they gain their 
End, their Diſcourſes are ſpoiled 
twice over (to ſpeak very charitably 
and as a Lover of that ſacred Order) 
if not for Rhetorick and Reaſon, 
yet moſt certainly for Religion ? It 
18 a notable Relation, which I have 
read in a learned Author to this 
purpoſe : © 1 put a Treatiſe, ſaith 
„be, newly come out, into the 
Hands of a young Man for his 


full of empty Words; but there 
was not wanting in it what might 
invite ſuch as had no ſolid Judg- 
ment; for the Author was a Per- 
{on of great Note and Eſteem ; 
the Impreſhon was paſſing fair 
and elegant enough to dazzle the 
| Eyes, 
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Eyes, and hold them looking, or 
the Sentences and Expreſſions did 
flow moſt ſweetly, and were ſet 
off with the greateſt Grace; the 
Preface made ſuch a Shew of Mo- 


deſty, that one might judge there 


were greater matter in ſuch a a 


Piece; and who could expect any 


leſs, when there was ſuch a fair 
and praiſing Face ſet upon it: Be- 
ſides other more ſuch Baits and 
Allurements as might make it 
wonderfully taking, to a ſprightly 
airy Reader, Now you ſhall know 
how well my Plot ſucceeded - 
When three or four Days were 
hardly over, our Youth to whom 
the Book was recommended, comes 
to me, with a wild Countenance 
and Geſture, and ſcarce knowing 
how to behave himſelf for very 
Joy; then 1 conjecturing by his 
Carriage how the Caſe ſtood ; Well 
ſaid I, did you not find it to be a 


rare Piece? Preſently he catches 
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| Treaſure, and envy us the Happi- 
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ſtion ſtruck my Youngſter dumb; 
he rubs up his Memory, he chafes 
and frets, but all the while I 


(26) 
my Words, and falls to commend- 
ing it out of Meaſure: And I ſhall 
never, ſays he, find out Words, to 
{et forth the Author according to 
his worth: No truly, I rep 'd, 
you mult needs be in the right; 
or I hear ſo much of him, and 
his Name and Character is every 
where ſuch as you give him: But 
I pray now do not engroſs all this 


neſs of ſharing with you: But ſee- 
ing my leiſure will not ſerve me 
to peruſe it, tell me ſomewhat 
particularly of what you find ſo 
admirable in the Book? This Que- 


cannot hear one Word or Syllable 
coming from him ; at length he 
falls to complaining of the Bad- 
neſs of his Memory, and to : ccuſe 
himſelf of being very forgetful ; 
when I in the mean time could 

Þ * not 
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# not but laugh in my Sleeve, knows 
te ing well that the Youth's Me- 
* mory was in no Fault, but the 
* Author's empty Words and fruit» 
e leſs way of Writing. Truly juſt 
thus ſtands the Caſe before us; too 
many trifle after this ſort in the 

reat Things of God, and while the 
firive to ſpeak floridly and with Af. 
fectation, they — fruitleſly, and 
by their empty Speeches leave no 
{ound Impreſſion upon the Hearts 
of their Hearers : 'Their Memories 
many Times can retain nothing 
through the miſerable Default of 
thoſe that teach them, and not for 
want of Induſtry-in thoſe poor Crea- 
tures that hearken and attend unto 
them : I would not be cenſured as 
{peaking without Book, but it 1s 
what I have once and again experi- 
enced ; and tried to carry away what 
I could; I have ſcarce been able out 
of the Church, to recolle& one Paſ- 
ſage after ſuch a Preacher, when 

2 8 E 2 from 


(28) 

from a mean Preacher, and no me« 
thodical one neither, I have been a- 
ble at other times, to call back again 
a great Part of what hath been deli- 
vered. And what Service are ſuch 
Sermons of, which are always upon 
the Wing, and fly away as faſt as 
they are heard? What good comes 
by ſuch verbal Preachers, who are, 
Vox & preterea nihil? Who make 
Sermons to be heard, but neither to 
be remembred nor practic d? Ser- 
mons which tor their fine Sound may 
be had in Admiration, but leave the 
Heart, as far from the Love of God, 
and the way to attain to Happineſs, 
as ever they found it ? This is to give 
the People Stones inſtead of Bread, 
and they will ſtarve and periſh be- 
fore o can get Food and Nouriſh- 
ment of them : At the beſt this is to 
give them Nhetorick for Religion, 
and the vain florid Words of Art 
and Eloquence, for the Word of 
God, the Word of Life. Such ſend 
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away their Hearers as empty as they 


came, only it may be ſome are filled 


with Wind and Vanity, which makes 


their Caſe yet more dangerous than 


the others, that are lean, hungry, 
and half ſtarved. For there is 
this Twofold evil theſe Al-la-mode 
Preachers do commit, whoſe Conſe» 
quences_are moſt pernicious and dead» 
ly. tf they meet with a plain Coun- 
try Auditory, they neither will pleaſe 
them, nor (ebich is more conſidera- 
ble by fur) profit them at all; their 
Hearers know not where to have 
them, and when they go away, the 
greater Part of them may well ſay, 
they know not wherefore they were 
come together: But if they meet 
with ſuch as are humoured with this 
kind of Preaching, there the Miſchief 
they do is inconceivable, for they 
maintain Sin, and boulſter it up, in 
thoſe that will not allow themſelves 


any other means to be convinced and 


ſaved. The Gallants of this Age can 


well 
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well endure to hear ſuch fine Diſ. 
courſes, which pleaſe their Palates, 
and it may be are delivered as mo- 
diſhly, with as neat and complimen- 
tal an Air, as ever they heard at the 
molt refined Court. So one reports 
it, that going to hear a Sermon one 
Day in Lent, at a great Chapel, not 
far from St. James's Park, the Preach» 
er diſcourſed concerning p 
and Afflictions, with a gay and af- 
fected Air, while the Ladies from 
Time to Time lifted up their Eyes to 
Heaven, and ſaid, this is fine! He is 
an admirable Preacher! While 1 was 
very much troubled ſays he ta heur 
one {peak ſo pleaſantly on a Subſect 
which ſhould have been delivered 
with Terror; and to deſign to be ta- 
king, when he ought to have worked 
on his Audience à real Sorrow, and 
unfeigned Contrition, 'Theſe are they 
that {ſew Pillows to their Arm-holes 
that come to hear them, whom the 

Scripture. brands tor ſuch — 
an 


(31) 
and pronounces dreadful Threats and 
Woes againſt them. Alas! This is 
but like as if a Shepherd ſhould Pipe 
merrily to his Flock, and never take 
Care to feed, or fold, or keep them 
ſafe. Nay, I dare boldly to ſay, 
theſe are Satan's ' beſt Syrenes, his 
moſt proſperous Decoys, who ſing a 
r uiem to Sinners, and rock them 

fal alleep till they are a Prey to that 
devouring Lion. Poor Creatures; you 


ſhall hear them have theſe Words 


continually in theit Mouths. A fine 
Preacher, but for the Matter of his 
Sermon, they will not (perhaps ny 
cannot) tell you one Word thereof. 
Truly ſuch hud as good have took 
their Eaſe altogerher, and ſlept awa 


the Time (like our modern Non - reſi - 


dents;) for all ſuch Teaching and 
hearing is but like a golden Dream, 


after which when they awake, they 


will find themſelves poor and nu- 


ſerable. 


Others 


(32) 

Others there are more ſolid Preach» 
ers, and likely to ſucceed, who 
Preach in a profitable way out of the 
Words ; but theſe ſpoil all by Preach- 
ing their own Paſhons, Intereſt and 
Party Faction; for this it may be 
takes up a third Part of their Time 
in 4 moderate Computation, contra- 
ry to the Advice of St. Paul, 11 Cor. 
iv. 5, We preach not ourſelves, but 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord ; and ourſelves 
your Servants far Jeſus's Sake; while 
the chief and Wolt neceſſary Points 
of Religion mult lie neglected, or at 
leaſt only make way to uſher in their 
own Heats and Paſſions, and to grace 
and countenance the Diſcourſe all 
the while : Such ſometimes laſh and 

ird the Parties they deſign ſo ſevere- 
bo that the Aſſembly cannot endure 
ſuch mercileſs Dealing, and unmea- 
ſurable Cruelty, Nay, ſometimes 
when they have cut and girded them 
ſo —4* „under . eras of dil- 
charging their Duty truly, they can - 


2 not 
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not but bewray their Self-Intereſt, 


which foments ſuch Rage and Fu- 
ry, and they ſhew that they ſay all 


this for Deſtruction, and not for E- 
dification; for they are ready to ut- 


ter their Minds in Baalam's Words to 
his poor Aſs, that if they had a 
Sword in their. Hand, they would 
thruſt them through, dah all the 
while the Prophet was more blind 
than the Aſs, as tis uſual with thoſe 
hot Spirits, when they inveigh, at this 
extravagant Rate againſt any that are 
their Eye- ſores. But put the Caſe 
the beſt that may be for ſuch Preach- 
ers, the Wrath of Man doth not 


work the Righteouſneſs of God; and 


ſuch ſarcaſtical Sermons are not like 
to ſave Men: They may open ſome 
Mens Mouths againſt themſelves, as 
well as againſt thoſe they have expo- 


ſed, but will ſcarce open any Man's 


Heart to receive the ſacred Graces of 
God's moſt Divine Spirit: They may 
diſtemper their Hearers, and put 
F them 
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them into an Agony, but hardly. 
cheriſh, * compoſe, and ſtrengthen 
the Vitals of Chriſtianity (the Life 
of God in the Soul of Man ;) and I 
am perſuaded, if any love ſuch Pul- 
pit-railery, yet it leſſens the due Re- 
ſpect and Reverence they have for the 
Preacher: For ſurely none can think 
that Place was made for ſuch Pur - 
poſes, or that all the Pariſh came to- 
gether on God's holy Day, to hear 
ſuch an invective Speech againſt an 
Opiniòn or Party: Methinks they 
_ themſelves ſhould Fear left their fiery 
Zeal ſhould miſguide them, and they 
{hould be ſometimes as much beſide 
their Text, as they are off from the 
Spirit of Chriſtianity, For what if 
Men will not receive Chriſt, which 
is the higheſt Point they can pretend 
to Countenance their Paſſions, yet 
are they not therefore to call for Fire 
from Heaven upon them ; they 
are not to ſcatter Fire-brands and 


Death, unleſs the poor Apoſtles in 
their 


ty) 


their ſinful Pattern, ſhouſft be their 


Example, rather than their meekand 
compaſſionate Saviour, who' ſharply 
reproved them. Such as theſe two 
forts of Preachers, may cauſe much 
Table-talk, but what do they Mini- 
ſter for Mens Cloſet Devotions ? I 
confeſs I cannot ſee, only this I 


know, they ſpoil Peoples Expectati- 


ons; they put them to a Loſs of Time 


and Attendance, A. doing no- 
thing ta the purpoſe, t 7 do exceed - 


ing much Hurt. To raiſe Deteſtati- 
on in the Hearers, .in the Time of 
ſpeaking, and a Tumult after Ser- 
mon ? How unlikely is this to have 
the Miniftry — with the Sal- 
wein of New Souls? To go 2 y 
with Matter to talk of pro & con, 
how prejudicial this is to the ſanctify- 
ing of the Sabbath, and attaining th 
Ends of its Inſtitution, I refer to bet- 
ter Judges than myſelf? But yet 
when ſuch Things are occaſioned b 
Preaching, certainly there is Cauſe, 
F 2 and 
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and great Cauſe too to complain of 
ſuch a Preacher : Iapprehend the true 
Nature of Preaching to be, that the 
Preacher ſhall fee the Hearers Hearts 
are engaged; to ſee them fit quietly, 
being never excited by the Diſcourſe 
to ſhew any Vanity; 'tis to ſee them 
riſe after Sermon ſilently and paſſive- 
ly without a Word ; and when every 
one betakes him to his Home, to me- 
ditate on the Word which he found 
was indeed the Word of God ; to 
lay up the Treaſures which had ſuch 
a Glory in them when they were ſet 
in order before him; to Cleanſe him- 
{elf of the Filth which he found up- 
on himſelf; to Cloath himſelf with 
the fine Linen, which is the Righte- 
ouſneſs of the Saints; theſe are the 
Things that commend a truly Goſpel 
Preacher; theſe are the Ways of God's 
Glory, and of Mens Peace and Hap» 
pine : As for florid Speeches, and 


ooliſh Paſſions, they have diſnonour- 
ed God greatly, they have hid his 
1 | ; 6 | Word, 
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Word, and drawn a Veil over his re- 
vealed Will, and unto many they 
have been a grievous Occaſion of Mi- 
ſery and Deſtruction. 

But look we into former Times, 
what a glorious Scene do we there 
View, and J hope ſhall again enjoy; 
we find in thoſe Times the Church's 
Peace and Purity preſerved by the 
great Piety, Zeal and holy Gravity 


of the Paſtors and Preachers of it ? — 
What grave Perſons for Age do we — 
then find were the Fathers of it? For“ 


their Innocence, Saints; for Induſ- 
try, Labourers; for Conſtancy, Con- 
eller, for Zeal, Martyrs; PU Cha- 
rity, Brethren; for their Light, An- 
gels ; and truly Venerable for all Ex- 
cellencies ? And for my Part I ſhould 
never own any to be Biſhops, or even 
Prieſts, but ſuch in whom are the 
Virtues of the moſt ancient and imi- 
table Biſhops ; the Induſtry of St. 
Auſtin, the Courage of St. Ambroſe to 


reprove even Kings and Princes, if Oc- 
8 caſion 
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caſion required, the Devotion of St. 
Gregory, the Learning of Naxiangen, 


the Eloquence of St. Chryſoſtom, the 
Mildneſs of St. Cyprian, the Love of 


St. Ignatius, the Conſtancy of St. Poſy- 
carp, the Generoſity of St. Bafil, and 
not the Covetouſneſs of thoſe who 
would ſecure the higheſt Places in 
the Church, and yet muſt hold their 
commendam while their poor Pains- 
taking Brethren of more Virtue (and 


therefore more Worth in the Eyes of 


the Almighty Biſhop- of our Souls) 
aro in want, I ſay therefore thoſe, 
who deſerve the true Name of a Bi- 


ſhop or Miniſter, are thoſe who come 
neareſt the Apoſtolical Pattern, and 
reſemble the moſt of ,any Chriſtians, 
or Miniſters, the Grace and Glory of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, A true Mi- 
niſter of God's Word ought to be as 
mongſt Chriſtians the moſt faithful; 
among Men the .noſt civil; among 
Preachers the moſt painful; among 
Orators the moſt perſuaſive ; _ g 
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Governors the moſt moderate; a- 
mong Devotionaliſts the moſt fer- 
vent; among Profeſſors the moſt 
forward; among ſtrict Livers the 
moſt exact; among Sufferers the 
moſt conſtant ; in ſhort, the moſt 
.compleat every way, and perfect un- 
to every good Work, Theſe ſhould 
be duly choſen, eſteemed with Ho- 
nour, and reverenced with Love. 
Theſe Men, I ſay, who walk according 
to this Rule, ought to be allowed an 
honourable Competency, with Titles 
of Dignity, wherewith they may ex- 
erciſe a large Heart, and liberal Hand, 
which would conciliate a more gene- 
ral Reſpe&, and merit an univerſal 
Love, ſooner than having twenty Bi- 
ſhopricks, or holding fifty Pariſhes is 
Commendam ; Theſe are thoſe who un- 
der God may be ſaid to preſerve true 
Order, Peace and Dignity in the 
Church; theſe are they that may 
truly be called" the Touchſtones of 
Truth, the Loadſtones of Love; = 

| Stand- 
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Standards of Faith ; the Patterns of 
Holineſs ; the Pillars of Stability, 
and the Centers of Unity z ſuch as the 
erroneous may hate, the factious en- 
vy, good Men may love, and bad 
Men fear. But what an Age do we 
live in. Inſtead of the ancient Fa- 
thers we have Children, who are made 
Prieſts in all Lands, whoſe Numbers, 
as I am credibly informed, are more 
than 2500. Former Times honour- 
ed our excellent Clergy for their Age 
and Gravity ; reverenced them for 
their Learning and Auſterity, eſteemed 
them as the Wonder ofthe World; and 
ſaid, ask thy Father, and he will 
ſhew thee, thine Ancients, and they 
{hall tell thee!” This Age ſlights them 
for their Youth and Weakneſs, for 
their Ignorance and Unexperience, as 
Perſons that are but of Yelterday, and 
knowing nothing. As the Patriarchs 
ſeparated their Firſt- born for the 
Prieſthood, and: Moſes and Aaron re- 
ſerved themſelves many Years for 
| their 
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their Miniſtries, and the Law pre- 
pared Men 30 Years for the {ſacred 
Service: And the bleſſed Jeſus, the 


Preacher of Righteouſneſs, entered 
not until the thirtieth Year of his 


Age, upon the great Work of the 


Miniſtry. This indeed I think would 


remove great Part of this Complaint, 


(which I do believe is chiefly made 
by the Enemies of Cod and Goodneſs) 
in caſe the Right Reverend Fathers of 
our Church would but take this great 


Care upon them, that none ſhould be 
admitted but thoſe who ſhould parti- 


cularly evidence themſelves Patterns 
of good Works; in Doctrine ſhew- 
ing Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Since- 
rity, ſound Speech that cannot be 
condemned, blameleſs, ſober, juſt, 
holy, temperate; their Judgments 
ſettled, their Paſſions allay'd, their 
Affections compoſed, their Actions 
adviſed, their Converſation exact and 
uniform, and who ſhould not be ad- 
mitted to take this Office upon them; 
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until they were called with ſolemn 
Preparation, as was Aaron? For what 
Preparation can be too great for them 
(who have but newly paſſed the Ele- 
ments of Philoſophy, and the firſt 
Principles of Nature) who would 
look into thoſe Myſteries which the 
Angels deſire to look into, and to 
ſearch into that Knowledge which 
paſſeth all Underſtanding? Nay, 
one would think the Perſons them- 
ſelves ſhould be afraid to aſcend that 
Pulpit which Luther ſaid he never 
came into (though very learned and 
aged) without Fear and Trembling ? 
Are not you then O Man!] afraid to 
undertake that dreadful Work, from 
the Execution of which the Prophets 
fled, the Fathers ſhrunk back, and 
the primitive Paſtors endeavoured to 
be ezcuſed; but perhaps it may be 
objected by ſome, that that was before 
Commendams were ſo much heard of. 1 
mult needs confeſs, if it was not be- 
fore they were heard of, it was be- 
I 9 : fore 
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fore they were ſo much ſought after 


and poſſeſſed ; which Objection may 
indeed be of ſome Uſe to thoſe (if 
there be any, which God forbid) who 
take Orders only for the Profit of the 
Benefice, or the Promiſe of a higher 
Preferment, with a {ure Commendam 
annexed to it; but to leave Commendam, 
and go to commendable, would to 


God every one, who enters into that 
ſacred Office, would but conſider that 


they undertake to be. Ambaſſadors in 


Chriſt's ſtead, to bring back the World 
to God, to be Co-workers with God 
in the Salvation of Souls; to be An- 
gels of the Church; to be as Stars in 
God's Right Hand; Stewards of the 
Myſteries of God, to watch for pre- 
cious Souls (not for Biſhopricks) as 
they that muſt give an Account? Did 
not Philoſophy think you unfit, O 
young Man! to hear Morals, and 


| ſhall Divinity admit you to read Di- 


vine Lectures? How can you in the 
Heat of Youth, in the Vigour!of Luſt 
| | G 2 aps 
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appear in the World, perſuading 
Men to mortify their Affections, 
and to ſubdue their ſinful Appetites? 
With what Hope can you endeavour 
to compoſe the Wor:d to that great 
Rule, to which you cannot compoſe 
yourſelves ? How impertinently will 
you converſe ? How weakly will you 
Diſcourſe? How imprudently wall 
you deal? How contemptibly wall 
you live among a ftay'd and diſcreet 
People, wiſer than you in their Ge- 
neration ? Behold therefore thou, 
Whoſoever thou art, that art called to 
be a Miniſter, and reſteſt in the 
Law, and makeſt thy Boaſt of God, 
and knoweſt his Will, and approveſt 
the Things that are more excellent, 
being inſtructed out of the Law, and 
art confdent-that thou thy ſelf art a 
Guide to the Blind, a Light to them 
which are in Darkneſs, an Inſtruc- 
ter of the Fooliſh, a Teacher of Babes, 
which haſt the Form of Knowledge, 
and of the Truth in the Law : Thou 
f therefore 
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therefore that teacheſt another, teach- 
eſt thou not thy ſelf? Thou that 
preacheſt a Man ſhould not ſteal, 
doſt thou ſteal? Thou that ſay'ſt a 
Man ſhould not commit — 
haſt thou committed Adultery? Thou 
that abhorreſt Idols, doſt — com- 
mit Sacrilege? Thou that makeſt 
thy Boaſt of the Law, diſhonoureſt 
thou God, to which might be added, 
Thou that preacheſt a Man ſhould not 
covet earthly Treaſures and Riches, 
doſt thou ſeek a Biſhoprick, nay, and 
a Commendam too ? For the Name of 
God 1s blaſphemed among the People 

through you. Again, 


The Law was publiſhed by Moſes, N.. 
learned in all the Learning of the . 


Egyptians; the Goſpel was propaga- 
ted by St. Paul, bred up at the Feet of 
| Gamaliel, in all the Varieties of hea- 
theniſh and jewiſh Literature. 'The pri- 
mitive Fathers (as Clemens Alex. Euſebi- 
us, Tertullian, St. Auguſtine, St. Ambroſe, 
Minucius Felix, Lactantius, Cc.) main» 

tained 


( 45) T2 
tained the Faith ſo propagated by 
their comprehenſive Learning. There» 
fore Care, great Care, ought to be 
taken, that none are admitted into ho- 
ly Orders, but they who are e 
by ſober and wiſe Men, as who have 
given themſelves wholly to thoſe 
Things, that their pronting may ape 
pear unto all, as Men of whom there 
is ſome Hope, becauſe of their Prompt» | 
| neſs of Wit, Quickneſs of Conceit, 

Faſtneſs of Memory, Clearneſs of 
Underſtanding, Soundneſs of Judg - 
ment, and Readineſs of Speech ; but 
they may in Time, by Art and In- 
dultry, Obſervation and Experince 
become skilful Linguiſts, ſubtle Diſ+ 
putants, copious Orators, exact Cri- 
ticks, comprehenſive Hiſtorians, pro · 
found Divines, and powerful Preach» 
ers; that throughout theſe King- 
doms we may have thoſe that may 
ſettle the People rightly, inſtruct the 
Ignorant clearly, Bast thoſe that 


are in Doubt fully, detect the * 
| „ 
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ain 
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skilfully, and promote Piety and 
Peace ſucceſsfully, Able upon all 
Occaſions to impart ſpiritual Gifts to 
the People of God, whereby they may 
be eſtabliſhed, and to ſpeak with ſuch 
3 Pertinency, and Convic- 

ome good Meaſure of Pro- 
portion to the Quickneſs and Ripe- 
neſs of the preſent Age, ſhewing in 


their Doctrines, Uncorruptneſs, Gra- 


vity, Sincerity, ſound Speech which 
cannot be condemned; that they 
which are of the contrary Party may 


be aſhamed, having no Evil to ſay 


of them. Look but on the contrary 
and ſee the great Miſchiefs of having 


Perſons. (if ever God in Judgment to 


this Nation ſhould ſuſfer it) of un- 


waſhen Hands, unprepared Feet, raſh 


Heads, and empty Souls, and ma- 
king the World their God, for then 
certainly God mult be provoked, the 
bleſſed Angels (when they ſee their 
Fellow-Servants ſo bad,) grieved; 
wicked Men of courſe obſerve at 
. thoſe 


[G7 - 
thoſe Times, and. Blaſpheme God; 
and Good Men behold and are aſha- 
med : Therefore I beſeech you for the 
Love of God, and for the Sake of 
your dear Lord and Maſter, that you 
would caſt off that Indifterence and 
Careleſſneſs for Religion, and conſi- 


der what a ſerious Work the Work 


Rifſeneſs 
of Simony* 


of the Miniſtry is, nay, God is ſeri- 
ous in the Word he ſpeaks, in the 
Judgments he inflidts, in the Mer- 
cies he beftows | Chriſt you know is 
ſerious in redeeming Souls, the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt is ſerious in ſanctifying 
them, the Devil is ſerious in undo» 
ing them; the whole Creation is ſe- 
rious about you, therefore wh 
ſhould a Miniſter alone be not ſeri- 
ous? Again, 
But behold all you Patrons, what 
an intolerable Evil are we fallen 
into, by your unconſcionable Simo- 
ny. The Church of Chriſt is grown 
ſo contemptible, that it may be 
bought and fold for Money ? Is Pre- 


ferment 
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ferment rather a Prize for the Rich. 
elt, than a Reward for the Worthi⸗ 
eſt. Who will ſpend their Days in 
ſerious Study, their Lives in weari- 
{ſome Retirement, and their Eſtates 
in a chargeable Education, «to be for - 
ced either to buy their Preferments 
at laſt, or live neglected and die uns 
oblerved ? What ingenious Man can 
endure tedious Attention, inſupporta- 
ble Fees, intolerable Diſappointments, 


and not retire to his Cloſet, and 
there give himſelf up to Deſponden- 


cy, curſing that Day wherein he was 


born, and the Year wherein he was 
bred up, ſaying, as Elijah, ſecretly 


to his Soul, Lord it is enough, take 
away my Life, ſince 1 have outliv'd 


the Glory of the Church, the Ho- 


nour of my Calling the Encourage» 
ment of Parts and Worth | I cannot 
live uſefully ; oh that 1 might die 
comfortably ? In Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign, Simpny begam to ſhew its 
Head, ſpreading itlelf over _—_— 
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(50) 
all the Kingdom, till at Length it 


was enacted in the 3 1it of that bleſ- 
ſed Princeſs of glorious Memory, 


That if any Perſons, Bodies Poli- 
tick, or Corporate, ſhall, or do at 
any Time, for any Sum of Mo- 


ney, Reward, Gift, Profit, or Be- 


nefit, directly, or indirectly, or 
for, or by reaſon of any Promiſe, 
Grant, Bond, Covenant, or o- 
ther Aſſurances of, or for any 
Sum of Money, Reward, Gitt, 
Profit, or Benefit whatſoever, di- 
realy, or indirectly, preſent , or 
collate any Perſon to any Bene- 
fice with Cure of Souls, Dignity, 
Prebehd, or living Eccleſiaſtical, 
or give, or beſtow the ſame for, 
or in reſpect of any ſuch corrupt 


Cauſe, or Conſideration 3 that 


then every Preſentation, Collati- 
on, Gift, Cc. ſhall be utterly 
void, and of no Effect in Law; 
and that any Perſon accepting of 
any Eccleſiaſical Promotion upon 

Co 7 * {uch 


5 
e ſuch ſordid Accounts, ſhall be 
* judged a diſabled Perſon in Law, 
* to have, or enjoy any Benefice, 
* Dignity, Prebend, or Living Ec- 
« cleſiaſtical', Yet ſtill what truck- 
ing for Livings, what marketing for 
Benefices, may any conſiderate Per- 
ſon behold, if they take but a View 
of the State of the Church of Rome, 
(I had almoſt ſaid the Church of 
England) how do they buy and ſell 
in the Church, nay, even buy and 
ſell the Church itſelf. This Abo- 
mination 1s {till forbidden, and yet 
ſtill tacitly allowed: But ſurel 
none of the Clergy of the Church 
of England can be guilty of ſo hor- 
rible, ſo notorious a Crime, if we 
conſider that the Canons of the 
Church bind them from the Prac- 
tice of it, by an Oath which runs 


thus; 


J. N. N. do ſwear, That I have 
made no ſimoniacal Payment, Contract, 
H 2 or 


(WF 

of Promiſe, directly, or rea, by 
my ſelf, or by any other ro my 
Knowledge, or with my Conſent, 'to 
any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever, Pa 
or concerning the procuring and obs 
taining of this Ecclefiaſtical Dignity, 
Place, Preferment, Office, or Living, 
nor will at any Time hereafter per- 
form or ſatisfy any ſuch kind of Pays 
ment, Contract or Promiſe made by as 
ny other without my Knowledge or 
Conſent. $0 help me God, k Je. 
ſus Chriſt 


But yet notwithſtanding how we 
do ſee ſacred Perſons = Employ» 
ments bought and fold! Worthy 
Sons of God, and the Church deſpi · 
ſed ; the unworthy oftentimes pros 
moted ! ! and the ſcandalous come 8 
by Simony ! O ſacred Majeſty ! O 
ye honourable Nobility ! O ye wor- 
thy. Gentry ? In the Name of God, 
let it be your. Honour, that you. can 
diſpoſe of Parſonages to the Glory 7 

God, 


5 
God, the Advantage of the Church, 


and your own Comfort here and 
hereafter? Let it be your Shame 


everlaſtingly to have any thing in 
Return for your Preſentments, to 


the Diſhonour of God, the Danger of 
the Church, and the eternal Ruin of 
your own Souls. . 

Words fail me, out of a juſt Ab- 
horrence of this abominable Practice; 
I muſt. leave with you, therefore, 
theſe Words of the moſt excellent, 


learned and truly Apoſtolical Biſhop 
Fewel to Queen Elizabeth, on the 


like Occaſion. The Livings of ſuch 
as are in the Miniſtry, are not in 
their Hands to whom they are due: 
They ſeldom pals, now- a- days, from 


the Patron, if he be no better than 


a Gentleman, but either for the Leaſe 
or preſent Money. Such Merchants 
are broken into the -Church of God, 
a great deal more intolerable, than 
were they whom Chriſt whip'd out 

of the. Temple. Thus they who 
| I ſhould 
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| ſhould be Patrons to provide for the 
Conſciences of the People, and to 
place among them a learned Mini- 
ſter, who might be able to preach 
and ipſtruCt their Souls in the way 
leading to Salvation, are themſelves 
but made Vaſſals and Slaves, as it 
were, to ſome great Man, either to 
flatter his Soul into Hell, or to en- 
joy no Place in the Church during 
the Life of him who is the Patron, 
Tc. but I muſt ſtop here, the Times 
will not bear the Truth to be ſpo- 

Aen. b 
But let every one who is, or ſhall 
be called to this holy Calling (the 
Work of the Miniſtry) ſee where all 
their Honours and Titles, and great 
Names end; and wherein eſpecially 
wittian conſiſts the Excellence and Dignity 
tate Le of their Office; it is, in being good 


Biſbep of | 


Ely, in themſelves, anddoing all the good they 
is Charge 


to the can to others, whilſt they live in this 
Clerey 


1175 f World; to be continually endeavour- 
1716. ing to ſave themſelves, and thoſe 


that 


wy 7 


that hear them; 'tis in behaving 
themſelves ſuitably to the Names 
that are given them, ſays a Right 
| Reverend Divine of our own. Tis 
doing with relation to Chriſt and his 
Family, juſt as we think our Stew- 
ards and Diſpenſers of our Goods, 
ſhould do with relation to us and 
our Houſhold, if we were qualified 
to keep ſuch Servants: We would 
expect they ſhould be found faith- 
ful, and careful in their Buſineſs. 
We look that our Meſſengers ſhould 
go, as they are ſent, and do their 
Errands readily, directly and exact- 
ly, as we bid them. Our Watch- 
men muſt be wakeful, have all their 
Senſes quick about them, look to 
and fro, warn us againſt our Danger, 
and alarm us when the Enemy is 
near : ,Our Shepherds, we expect 
{ſhould know their Flocks, keep them 
together all they can, ſearch for the 
wandering ones, and drive them 
gently to their Folds again, and be 
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exceeding careful of them all, to 
_ preſerve them againſt all Beaſts of 


Prey, and all infectious e . 


The very Name of an Ambaſlador 


puts noble Thoughts into our Hearts, 
and fills us with great Images; and 
I need not ſay that without Care to 
deſerve them, and making your 
Claim good to them, they will not 


be barely vain, and light Titles, but 


they will go along with you to Judg- 
ment, accuſe, reproach, and con- 
demn, and weigh you down into an 
exceeding great Depth bf Miſery. 

I ſpeak not this to ſtir up Spleen 
and Strife, Hatred, and Indignatie 
on; no, no, it is Time for Wars 
with the Clergy to ceaſe ; I would 
only provoke the Clergy to Preach» 
ing and good Works, I have but 
one Word to ſay, and I conclude; 


und that is God's terrible Meſſage to 


Eli concerning his Sons, who were 
Prieſts among his People Iſrael; and 
though I may be cenſured as ſeems 

My ing 


k 


1 

ing to Prophecy bad Succeſs, yet 1 
all not baulk it for a Concluſion 3 
it is God's Word, and there is Hope 
and Comfort in it, as well as Fear 
and Terror; it ſhall prove to us 
but as we approve — to God; 
it is like the bitter Water of Jeas 
louſy, which will be innocent or 
hurtful, only as we are that take 
it ; if we are guilty, Woe þe unto 
Us, much more if we will not be 
reformed ; but otherwiſe it ſhall go 
well with us and our Land. I be- 
ſeech you therefge read theſe Words, 
and tremble you Sons of Levi, eſpe- 
cially to whom it is ſpoken. Now 
the Lord faith, them that Honour 
me, 1 will Jonour, and they- that 
Law me, ſhall be lightly eſteem- 
ed, 

And thus I have depoſed my 
Thoughts upon a Subject which hath 
ever been of the higheſt Importance; 
but 1 think there needs no mention- 
ing thoſe Circumſtances that 9 
| 1 the 


World I doubt not) ubundantly teſti- 


| #$ + ME 

the preſent diſcuſſing of it moſt 
ſeaſonable in our own Nation; God 
be thanked we have ſome that have 
always been laborious, induſtrious, 
and painful to a Wonder, in carry- 
ing on. this preat and bleſſed work. 
who have imitated the great Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles, in ſpending them- 
ſelves, and being ſpent, that ſo wy | 
might give Light unto their Land, 
in which God had ſet them up for 
the ſame Purpole z_ who have made 


their Pulpits, as it were, their fune« 
ral Viles, their 1 1 hath ſpent 


and conſumed then and they have 
fallen Martyrs to the Proſperity 
and Salvation of their People: Hows 
ever this Sound to ſome, I am ſure 
it is no Parudox, nor ſtrange Pro- 
blem to yourſelf ; who ſet your- 
ſelf, and have made it your Buſi- 
neſs in this way of Preaching, to 
ſerve Chriſt and your Country, which 
your Works do to me (and to all the 


fy, 
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fy. But I fear, I ſhall offend by 
being too tedious, and therefore I 
had rather ſtop on a ſudden with 
ſome Abruptneſs, than be guilty of 
cauſing the leaſt Loathing by Prolixi- 
ty : And indeed, I have not ſtudied 
ſo much to write in Order and De- 
corum, as to {erve my great Deſign, 
and ſo I am not without good Hope 
that I ſhall find Purdon, and be ex- 
cuſed for ſuch Faults us may eaſily 
be charged upon me. 


I remain yours, 
True Friend. 


I 3 The 


The Character of a good Par- 
ſon imitated from Chaucer, 
and enlarged. 


Pariſh Prieſt was of the Pilgrim Train; 

An awful, rev'rend, and religious Man 
His Eyes diffus'd a venerable Grace, 
And Charity itſelf was in his Face: 
Rich was his Soul, tho' his Attire was poor; 
(As God had cloath'd his own Ambaſſador) 5 
For ſuch, on Earth, his bleſs'd Redeemer bore: 
Of Sixty Years he ſeem'd, aud well might laſt 
To Sixty more, but that he liv'd too faſt ; 


Refin'd himſelf to Soul, to curb the Senfe, 


And made, almoſt, a Sin of Abſtinence. 

Yet, had his Aſpect nothing of ſevere, 

But ſuch a Face as promis'd him ſincere : 
Nothing reſery'd, or ſullen, was to ſee, 

But ſweet Regards, and pleaſing Sanctity; 
Mild was his Accent, and his Action free. 
With Eloquence innate his Tongue was arm'd, 
Tho? harſh the Precept, yet the Preacher charm'd, 
Far, letting down the golden Chain from high, 
He drew his Audience upward to the Sky ) 


And 


The Charaſter of a good Parſon; 


And oft, with boly Hymn, he charm'd their Rare, 

A Muſlek more melodious than the Spheres z 

For David left him, when he went to Reſt, 

His Lyre z and after him he ſung the beſt, 

He bore his Great Commiſſion In his Look, 

But ſweetly temper'd Awe, and ſoften'd all he 
; [ſpoke, 

He preach'd the Joys of Heaven, and Pains 

[of Hell, 

And warn'd the Sinner with becoming Zeal ; 

But on eternal Mercy loy'd to dwell. 

He taught the Goſpel, rather than the Law, 

And forc'd himſelf to drive, but lov'd to draw: 

For Fear but freezes Minds, but Love, like Heat, 

Bxhales the Soul ſublime, to ſeek her native Seat, 

To Threats, the ſtubborn Sinner oft is hard, 

Wrapt in his Crimes, againſt the Storm prepar'd ; 

But, when the milder Beams of Mercy play, 

He melts, and throws his cumb'rous Cloak away, 

Lightnings and 'Thunder (Heaven's Artillery) 

As Harbingers before th' Almighty fly : 

Thoſe but proclaim his Stile, and diſappear, 

The Stiller ſound ſucceeds ; and God is there, 

The Tithes, his Pariſh freely paid, he cook; 

But never ſu'd, or eurs'd with Bell and Book. 

With Patience bearing Wrong, but off*ring none, 

Since every Man is free to loſe his own : 

The Country-Churles, according to their kind, 


' (Who grudge their Dues, and love to be behind) 


The 


The Cbaraffor of a goa Parſon, 
The leſs he ſought his Off rings, plnch'd the more, 
And prals'd a Prieſt, contented to be poor: 
Vet, of his little, he, had ſome to ſpare, 
To feed the famiſh'd, and to cloath the bare; 
For mortify'd he was, to that Degree, 
A poorer than himſelf, he would nor ſee. 
True Prieſts, he (aid, and Preachers of bis Word, 
Were only Stewards of their $ vereign Lord | 
Nothing was theirs ; but all the publick Store, 
Jntr::ted Riches, to relieve the. Poor. | 
Who, ſhoy'd they ſteal, for Want of his Relief, 5 
He jadg d | himſelf accomplice with the Thief. * 
Wide was his'Pariſh ; not contracted: cloſe 
In Streets, but here and there a ſtraggling Houſe; | 
Vet ſtill he was at Hand, without Requeſt, 
To ſerve the Sick, to ſuccour the diſtreſs'd ; Se 
Tempting on Foot alone, without Affright, 
The Dangers of a dark, tempeſtuous Night. 

All this the good old Man perform'd alene, 
Nor ſpar'd his Pains, for Curate he had none, 
Nor durſt he truſt another with his Care ; 

Nor rode himſelf to Pas, the publick Fair. 
'To chaffer for Preferment, with his Gold, 

Where Bifhopricks, and Sine-Cures are ſold. 
But duly watch'd his Flock by Night and Day, “ 
And from the prolling Wolf redeem'd the ere 
And hungry ſent the wily Fox away. ; 
The proud he tam'd, the Penitent he chear'd, 
Nor to rebuke the rich Offender fear'd; 


His 


* 


Is Preaebing much, but more his Pradfice 
A living Sermon of the Truth he taught) 
For this, by Rules ſevere his Life he ſquar'd, 
That all might ſee the Docfrine which they heard; 
For Prieſts, ſaid he, are Patterns for the reſt ; 
(The Gold of Heaven, who bear the God impreſs'd) 
But when the pretious Coin is kept unclean, 
The Sovereign's Image is no longer ſeen : 
If They be foul, on whom the People truſt, - 
ell may the baſer Braſs contract a Ruſt: 
he Prelate, for his holy Life he priz'd, 


n The CharaFter of a good Parſon, 


The Worldiy Pomp of Prelacy deſpis'd : 


His Saviour came not with a gaudy Show, 

Nor was his Kingdom of the World below ; 
Patience in Want, and Poverty of Mind, y.- 
Theſe marks of Church and Churehmen he 0 


And living Taught, and dying left behind. 


The Crown he wore was of the pointed Thorn: 

In Purple he was Crucified, not Born. ny” 

They who contend for Place and high Degree, 

Are not his Sons, but thoſe of Zebedee. 

Not but he knew the Signs of earthly Pow'r, 

Might well become St. Peter's Succeſſor. 

The holy Father holds a double Rein, 

The Prince may keep his pomp, the Fiſher muſt 

[ be plain: 

Such was the Saint, who ſhone with every Grace, 

Refletting, Moſeg-like, his Maker's Face. | 

God ſiw bis Image lively was expreſs'd, 

And h- on Work, as in Creation, bleſs'd, £ 
The 


* 


Type Character of a good Parſon. | 


The Tempter ſaw him too, with envious Eyez | 


And, as on Fob, demanded leave to try: 


He took the time when Richard was depos'd, 
And High and Low with happy Harry clos'd. | 
This Prince, tho great in Arms, the Prieſt with- 
Near tho? he was, yet not the riext in Blood. 
Had Richard, unconſtrain'd, reſgu'd the Throne, 
AKihg can give no more than is his own; & 
The Title ſtood entail'd had Richard had a Son: 
Conqueſt, an odious Name, was laid aſide, 
Where all ſubmitted, none the Battle try'd. 
The ſehſeleſs Plea of Right by Providence, 
Was, by a flatt'ring Prieſt, invented ſince, 
And laſts no longet than the preſent Sway, 
But juſtifies the next who comes in play : _ 
The People's Right remains z let thoſe who date 
Diſpute their Pow'r, when they the Judges are, 
He joln'd not in their Cholee, becauſe he knew 
Worſe might, and often did from Change enſue. 
Much to himſelf he thought, but little ſpoke, 
And undepriv'd, his Benefice forſook : | 
Now, thro' the Land, his Cure of Souls he 
| | | [ſtrerch'd, 
And like a primitive Apoſtle preach'd : 
Still chearful, ever conſtant to his Call; 
By Many follow'd; lovd by Moſt, admir'd by All. 
With what he begg'd, his Brethren he reliev'd, 


And gave the Charities himſelf receiv'd. 


2 | Save 


The Charafter of a good Parſon; 
Gave while he Taught, and edify'd the more, 
Becauſe he ſhew'd by Proof twas eaſy to be Poor. 
He went not with the Crowd to ſee a Shrine 
But fed us, by the Way, with Food Divine, 
In Deference to his Virtues, I forbear 
To ſhew you what the reſt in Orders were, 
This Brilliant is ſoſpotleſs, and ſo bright, 
He needs ng Foil, but ſhines by his own 
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Noah Cholmondeley, 
STATIONER, 


A. the Corner 0 Thavies-Inn, near 
Bartlet's Buildings, Holbourn: 


ELLS all Sorts of Superfine, and fine 
Dutch Writing Paper, and Paper of all 


Sorts, with Gilt, and Black-Edg'd Paper, 


Shop-Books, Leidgers, Pocket-Books, Copy- 
Books, Sc. Wax, Wafers, Pens, Holma n- 
Ink-Powder, Record and Japan Ink ; Black 
Lead Pencils, Black Sand, and all other Sta- 
tionary Goods, Wholefale and Retail, at the 


loweſt Prices. 


Likewiſe all Sorts of Pamphlets, and all 
Sorts of Daily, Weekly, and Monthly News- 
Papers: 


N. B. Any Gentleman ſending & Lettet, 
directed as above, may have the Newsa 
Papers, Pampblets, &c. ſent to his Houſe 
as ſoon as publiſhed, 


